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Lew Chew is a small country which from the time of Hung-wu of the Ming dynasty (in
1372) has sent tribute to China, ...... and this custom of receiving investiture, as well as
the manner of designating the year and of reckoning time in the Chinese style, and of using
Chinese written characters, had been handed down to the present time, while Lew Chew
has been left by China perfectly free to carry on the administration of her own
Government. ...... These regulations have continued in force without change for a period
of nearly five hundred years.

In the 4th year of Hien-fung (that is in 1854 or the first year of An-sei of Japan)
Commodore Perry, of the United States Navy, came to our humble Kingdom, and allowed
us to make a treaty (with the United States,) which treaty contains seven articles written
in the Chinese language, the date also being expressed according to the Chinese mode of
designating the year. Your Excellency had doubtless a record of the treaty to which you can
refer. Subsequently the great nations of France and Holland also negotiated treaties with
Lew Chew.

As to our intercourse with Japan, it was formerly with the dependency of Satsuma, but in
the 11th year Tung-chi (that is in 1872, or the 5th year of Meiji of Japan) the Japanese hav-
ing put an end to the Government of Satsuma as a separate dependency, issued compulso-
ry orders that Lew Chew should be attached to Tokio, that our King should be invested
with the title “King of a Dependency” and enrolled among the Japanese nobility, and that
all business should be transacted with the Department of Foreign Affairs (Guaimusho). In
the 12th year Tung-chi (that is in 1873, or the 6th year of Meiji of Japan), Japan forcibly in-
sisted that the originals of the treaties established between Lew Chew and the great na-
tionalities of the United States, France and Holland, should be delivered up to the
Department of Foreign Affairs, and in the 9th moon of the 13th year of Tung-chi (that is in
1874, or the 7th year of Meiji of Japan) they arbitrarily transferred the affairs of Lew Chew
to the jurisdiction of the Department of Interior (Naimusho). In the first year of Kuang-sii
(that is in 1874 [sic], or the 8th year of Meiji of Japan) the Daijokuan (Council of State) of
Japan sent proclamations to Lew Chew, saying “The payment of tribute to China and the
receiving of investiture from China, are from henceforth abolished,” and that “In the de-
pendency (of Lew Chew) Ming-chi (Meiji) must be used in designating the year, the laws
of Japan must be put in force, and those who hold official positions in the dependency must

be removed from office.” Our humble kingdom has repeatedly memorialized and sent en-
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voys from Japan, imploring her (to delist from pressing these demands) but our Kingdom
being small and weak, Japan has persistently refused to comply with our requests.

Now in your petitioners’ humble opinion, though our Kingdom be but a small nationality,

nevertheless it is a nationality. It has always used the Chinese method of designating the

year; and has by the condescension of the Chinese Empire been permitted to manage its

own local government. Japan now arbitrarily commands us to change our customs and to

dismiss our officers. It will be seen by reference to the treaty between the United States
and Lew Chew, that the Chinese method of designating the year and the Chinese written

language, are employed in that document. Now if we are rendered unable to do as we have

hitherto done, and are prohibited henceforth to receive investiture from China, then too

the treaties into which we have entered will be like so much waste paper. Not only will we

be rendered unable of preserving our existence as a nation, but will have reason to fear the

displeasure of the great nationalities with which we have entered into treaty relations, and
shall not be able to answer for our conduct to the Chinese Empire, and are overwhelmed
with shame and anxiety. Now although the territory of our Kingdom is, as it were, only the
size of a bullet, yet the United States recognized and treated Lew Chew as distinct nation-

ality, and permitted us to enter into treaty relations with them, which kind and considerate

conduct we have never ceased deeply to appreciate, and now, in these our times of urgent

peril, we turn to the United States, in the hope that they may induce Japan to leave Lew

Chew to remain as she has been hitherto, and for such great benevolence our whole peo-

ple, both officers and people, will cherish profound gratitude.......

DibaZHL-C A, BERDS [—UE IS (to remain as she has been hitherto) |
FTIEDTEL L) KROLFHMEFMEIIERT 2 L), AEEHBEICEPLZGAE
by AN Nahorz®, oL [Hl] FHOBK, S, ZOHEALACTHE Y
e, [FEEE] 220 TR LGB KA DT TH S,

FNG S BEZF ) EE. T L2000, EVFTAORESZHANTRbRIELRL TV, &
DBF LT O—UZEEE SN L o

SHANI DA HHZFF L, 1S54 EICTHERDDABUN & & - 72478) (FikSety
WiAE) WCHS2ICEE L7227 > T, HARBFDTRERGE B2 5 M F o £ HE

(supreme authority) % FiRT A2 DITET XL, oo oy
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CotrTFrAOMGEETwmE D, HAO [FiR] 28 B3 E5] LwoTHKRT L L2
AL, X8y [FEHEE] ONE»S, ZHJFM LEwRIT-0b 580k
W,

FRINBLTLE, PNZTOMMTIE Lol OL [FEEE] £ Ahi—27 A
by HABUO (3] ES 2w EWEL T2 ™ Sh i noHE S 3t
L7zHTE7Z L o Tl

ZITRIVEELZDIZ, bW LK [5HLIZb7255E 4% Hll (five centuries
of perfect freedom) | & FH L7278k ICH 5 5o TRSGHME D URZD [E2HH]
WEENDITHIE o7, 1ZETHUE, CoORH - FBRRIZET DN HRTHD LD N,

Zo [5F] &id THAGFEAL (without change for a period of nearly five hundred
years) | L\ WIEMBFOBEMREZHYT L [HHE] o7 L -2, £72 [Z&%AH]
Eld, FEFRLD “Lew Chew has been left by China perfectly free to carry on the administra-
tion of her own Government (Loochoo a été parfaitement reconnu libre par la Chine de diriger
'administration de son propre governement)” \ZHIkd %, ¥EMEERO =0T [EHHND
Bemid, HOBHGZHFT] L) BEREEZ IR L 72383072 o 72,

ZHFvoTh, 2o [HIG] L)z [HEOBH 2w rezHH] £350
. RLT EDOBIED R\, INEFICEEE ST, E)RORLEROEHNZH T
HoT, [HIG] ORELRIEAZZAZTNE L) ThHb,

MRS 20T, BET MG 22T 128 E0v, [HE—EH] L) #EEz
“nevertheless it is a nationality (est toujours une nationalité)” & FRL72< 720 TH b, /¥—
AR EEINEZTC, [DE] oWEkEd [HOMET % % X d 2 WVESK (a distinct
nationality under its own Government) | & ¥ TsEz L 72",

CHTIIEREAL CHEFIE LMD [ER] ThH ) 2h 6. HRDPZOEIZHE W TH
BEBMELIIELTVL LD TEDHN S, FWROIRAHAKRIZEL L %5 DILEH
bhnolz,

boldbZH)WnRHDIE, RALLTIETHLD, [HA—H] V) FHFEOELTHN
X FEROIRIFIZRABDO EBY b o LJEVe €% nation & FWEI A DIE, fifFfes )
I BEZVWLERET LV ST IR LWV TH %,

COWERLDRDNEEDT, HOFIZ ozt EERLEOTHES RN,
Lo L HAOHSR 2 WEEHEIC T ¥ — V3 230 - finEo Qs wid, 29 LfERE
MEZHELTIZ, MIZHo/zb vz b,
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